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Mr. ANDREOTTI (Italy) (interpretation from French): First, I should like

o extend to you, Sir, my delegation's most sincere and heartfelt congratulations

'%ﬁ'your election to the presidency of the General Assembly. You répresent a

and by a §ommon

¢, Perez de Cuellar, for the intelligent work he has accompliéhed and for the

gfficiency and loyalty with which he has-upheld the principles énd values of the

g

Ugited Nations during the many crises that have troubled thé comnmunity of S;ates.
In these days our thoughts turn to the great friendly country of Mexico, so

erribly strickeﬁ by natural disaster. The news and pictures we‘receiQé daily from

hat country f£ill oqr'hearts with sadness, We respectfully bow ocur heads iﬁ

Yemembrance for the dead and we share the sorrow of the many bereaved families so

arshly affected by the calamity. From this rostrum I should like to express our

eelings of friendship and sympathy to the Mexican people and let them know that we
éfe ready to contribute to the relief work under taken by its Government,.
At the moment we are all witnessing an intense and eventful period of great

ignificance and also of radical change. Our societies are changing internally,

and the international situation is also éhanging as a result of the creation and

?ﬁnsolidation of new States. These changes have become even greater as we confront
New and complex needs that cannot be fulfilled at either the national or the
Fegional level.

It is precisely because we are passing through such a turbulent period and
Decause we are bound together byrincreasingly close ties of interdependence that we
Hf"E*El we must stress how closely the theme of international solidarity and

C-operation is linked with the strengthening of multilateral machinéfy. Only in
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that way can we ensure the participation of all States in the decisions that will

determine the maintenance of peace, the protection of human rights and the economi

and political growth of peoples.
There is, no doubt, a risk .that our system may become cumbersome if we

maintaiﬁ the pluralistic approach that is not only desirable but that represents

the practical outcome of our observance of the orinciple of universality proclaimeé

in the Charter of the United Nations. Pluralism thus involves a risk that we must

face, but one that we must not allow to dictate our conduct. Indeed, it seems

impor tant to me that the major multilateral forums must adopt a long—term strategy

in this regard: they must learn to look to the future, to Cvercome immediate

difficulties and to uphold, beyond ideological confrontations and tensions, all

those factors that can serve to unite rather than divide the members of the

community of nations.

That is why our appeal for solidar ity and co-operation is more than a need; it

has become an essential and basic strategy against which all countries must measure

their actions.

In light of the great challenges of our era, we must come up with co-ordinated

responses in which the contribution of the United Nations is decisive. I shall

cite a few examples., Italy was par ticularly appreciative of the action taken by

the United Nations to alleviate the consequences of the ﬁamine that iecently faced,

so many countries in Africa. The work done by the Office for Emergency Operatlons

to which the Secretary-General assigned one of his most qualified colleagues, is

and continues to be pafticularly effective in such important sectors as transport,

fobd aid distribution, rural development and water supply. Many Governments,

including the Italian Government, have also taken part in this work, and their

cfforts in this area have been extraordinary.
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~"fThe problem of drug control, in my opinion, constitutes a proving ground in

Rich the United Nations must show that it can deal effectively with. one of the
reatest evils of contempérary society. The work being done in Vienna by the

bmpeteht organizations has yielded very positive results. The spread‘cf_drugs is
global assault on the basic interests of humanity and, above all, on the

'EEgrity and stability of society. Our defences against this scourge must
erefore be global in n&ture. In this connection we welcome wifh satisfgction the
écretary—General's proposal to convene a world conference .on the drug problem.

ne Italian Government warmly supports that proposal.

iving, we must also ensure a more careful utilization of those resources. They

In this connection as well, Italy would like to repeat an idea that it put
‘étward some years ago in this same forum. It seems to us important that agreement
be reached on the establishment of a control mechanism that can ensure that trade
in conventional weapons be completely open and visible,

Throughout its history the Republic of Italy has demonstrated its belief in
‘the principles and values of the United Nations. That faith in those principles
and values reflects, above all, a conviction that is deeply rooted in the minds of

Our people. Our commitment to the Organization reflects our response to the
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objective requirements inherent in Italy's geographical position and history af-the?
crossroads of three continents. That crossroads is situated in a geopolitically
sensitive region where the fruitful coexistence of different civilizations and
cultures is often accompanied by acute tensions.

In the light of such complex realities, in which pbalances seem precarious and
fragile, Italy has made certain fundamental choices in the post-war period. 'Thbse'%
choices are reflected, on the one hand, in the Atlantic Alliance and in Italy's
friendship with the United States and, on the other hand, in its.participation in

the process of European jntegration, both political and economic.
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-.-These choices, besides being still valid today, are ip line with the ideals

and the objectives of the United Nations. Théy allow Italy to make a contribution

to peace, fulfilling the security conditions necessary for carrying forwgrd

successfully the process of détente, in which we firmly believe.

We have always understood our pa;ticipation in the European Commugity not only
~as a means of consolidating our internal wellmbeing but alsq and above all as a
means of overcoming, through regional solidarity, the dangerous destabilizing
factors which are to be found on the European continent and, more generally,_oq the

international scene, We consider that the close ties of association linking the

Community with many countries ‘on all continents are an impor tant contribution to

The Charter of the United Nations mentions and indeed proclaims the role of

the regional organizations in helping to create an atmosphere of stability and in

ensuring a more crdered development of relations among States. The European

Community is pursuing these objectives, whose validity is confirmed by the force of

attraction exercised by the Community itself on other European countries. We have

recently .seen a good example of this force of attraction in the decisions by Spain

and Portugal to join the Community. The Italian Government has not spared its

efforts, particularly during the first half of this year, to achieve that welcome

result,

Social and human concerns form'an'integral and essential part of the

international actions undertaken by Italy and indeed by the otner members of the

European Community. This approach is derived from our conviction that any

equilibrium not based on respect for the dignity and fundamental freedoms of men

and women carries within itself the germs of destruction and therefore is destined

‘to last for only a brief period of time.

TR T T
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For these reasons Italy partigipated in the recent mission to South Africa
carried out by three Foreign Miﬁisters_of countries belonging to the European
Community. The dual aim of the mission was to bring home to the Pretoria _
Government the Ten's agreed position and its strong condemnatioﬁ of apartheid andii
also to make contact with eminent individuals not belonging to the Government of ”
South Africa.

The elimination of the intolerable system of apartheid and the full enjoyment.
of legitimate political and civil righté by all members of the South African )
population are becoming more and more urgent. The action taken by the European
Community has not ended with the completion of that mission. Th; Community followaﬂ
the events in South Africa with constant concern. This concern is an aspect of the:
sigﬁals'that_we have so far sent to promote a chénge of thg situation in South B
Africa. n

We are also concerned aﬁout the delays in the implementation of Security
Council resolution 435 (1978). We feel that it should be fully implemented so that
Namibia may achieve rapid and unconditional independence.

This year we are beginning our discussions in an atmosphere of fervent hope.
The renewal'of dialogue at the highest level between the United States and the
Soviet Union opens up the prospect qf an essential movement towards the general
lowering of tension and therefore towards the resumption of détente.

The Ttalian Government has welcomed with satisfaction the decision by the
United States and Soviet Governments to begin global negotiations on nuclear and
space weapons. We have.seen in that decision the glimmer of a hope that there will
be a reduction of armaments to the lowest possible level,

The world community must be freed from the threat of a never-ending

accumulation of military arsenals. The problem of disarmament is certainly a
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general problem, and both global and regional understandings must contribute to its
solution. However, it is clear in this context that the major Powers should play
their role in the definition of a new offence-defence relationship.

Al

‘the United States of America and the General Secretary of the Communist Party of
@he Soviet Union will result in an understanding which will allow the disarmament

;egotiations to move forward constructively, although it must not be forgotten that

détente is fostered also by attitudes which are not exclusively connected with the

ﬁilitary sphere.

The Disarmament Conference in Geneva constitutes ancther important stage in

the strategy to achieve a general reduction in tension. As we all know, that

Conference is seeking to eliminate another category of weapons of mass destruction,

ﬁamely, chgmical weapons.

The Italian Government is striving and will continue to strive to achieve
uitable solutions to the problems that are still pending in this forum. A_
mpiete and verifiable ban on chemical weapons should constithﬁe for all
untries, including those in possession of such weapons, a priority objective. It
Is for this reason that we express our disappointment at the slow progress at the
nference.

It is our view that the existing channels of communication, whether formal or

formal, are not enough in themselves to ensure a process which will lead to a

i

Tore stable international equilibrium. These channels in any case do not allow the

ercoming of distrust, 1In other words, we must spare no effort in the search for

fe suitable instruments for the achievement of positive results in international

gotiations, particularly those relating to disarmament. For this reason we have

Therefore we hope that the forthcoming summit meeting between the President of -
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"long considered that we must multiply the opportunities of obtaining .a better
understanding of legitimate security needs.

one channel of communication whieh, in our view, has so far not been
sufficiéntly appreciated is that of the international scientific community. We
should not forget that this community has an ancient tradition of universality and ;
a natural vocation for co-operation. With these advantages, it constitutes a
reference point and a means of support for political action designed to favour the -
bringing together of positions. There are, in this connection, encouraging
examples, such as the Scientific Forum held in Hamburg in 1980. We shéuld'endorse
the recommendation that another such meeting be held. such a course of action is
guggested by the important scientific developments which haye taken place and by
the fact that the simple exchange of-information‘among scientists may help to
overcome prejudices and to correct errors.

in our view, the holding of a new conference may provide us with a star ting
peint for considering machinery whereby we could associate the scientific world
more closely with‘the search for peace and an efféétive undérstandihg on.the
control and limitation of weapons. A message to that effect has reached us in
recent years from -scientists all over the world who, in their thousands, signed the
Brice Appeal for "geience Without Frontiers”".

We feel that it will be difficult to achieve real progress in disarmament if
States do not show a greater readiness than in. the past to ensure the wvisibility ©
military activities. 1In this respect, the problem is certainly not to renounce th
safeguarding of legitimate security interests. On the contrary, we must take note
of the fact that technological progress and the increasing sophistication of
weapons have created a need for visibility which did not exist in the past,

precisely in order to safeguard vital security interests.
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in oth

er words, I believe that we must now abandon the mental attitude of
arding measures of visibility and verification as secondary elements in
armament agreements., Instead we must recognize, with a strong sense of realism,

in view of technological developments, these measures must become, together

th the balance of forces, the central and vital components of any understanding
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Aware of the need for increased international co-operation at all levels,

Italy has made a significant contr ibution to the progress of the Conference on

Security and Co-operation in Europe. There is no contradiction between the

objectives set forth in the Final Act of Helsinki and those set forth in the

Charter of the United Nations: they are complementary. I would like here to

emphasize, in the light of the results obtained at that Conference, that recourse
to these multilateral instruments of dialogue does not exclude, but indeed
prométes, a balanced and fruitful development of bilateral relations.

The commitments we have assumed and those that we intend to assume at the
Conference provide a basis for giving specific shape to the ideals of security, of;

respect for human rights, and of economic, scientific and cultural co—-operation

ameng States.

In this context, may I point out that the cultural forum to be held at
Budapest next month will provide us with a meeting piace at which we can hold a

positive exchange of views on particular subjects. We shall ensure that the basic’

feature of this forum - that of unfettered discussion, is constantly maintained.
We shall dq so in the conviction that the three fold terms of reference -
creation, dissemination and co—operation in the fieid of culture — are parts of &
process which is not meant to be a propaganda exercise but aims at mutual
understanding. By its nature, culture is not a destabilizing factor and
consequently knows no frontiers,

We are also still concerned about the theme of econcmic and social development

We are on the eve of a great technological revolution destined to improve
living standards and hence the well-being of the peoples of the world. I have said

that the problem facing us is to enable all countries which are members of the

international community to benefit from the results of this far-reaching peaceful

revolution. Today we are engaged in the struggle to overcome hunger and to
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s . ' . ; . ;
free as many peoples as possible from disease, epidemics and drought., However, we

must ensure that the battle we are fighting today - and which we are determined to

win - is not shifted tomorrow to other fields of combat, namely those ‘in which the
In other words, we

“aim is to gain access to the results of technological progress.

ust now ask ourselves how to prevent the emergence of other tensions once the.

tensions resulting from under-development have been overcome. This is an

dditional reason not to continue today to waste on the nuclear and conventional

:ms race an ever—increasing portion of those resources to which future generations

will rightly demand access.

Italy is aware of the consequences, including the long-term consequences,

inherent in the relationship between disarmament and development, and we await with

keen interest the conference to be held in Paris in July 1986 to consider ways and

- means of helping to reduce the need for weapons in different areas of the globe and

“thus to improve prospects for development.

Before concluding, I would like to express our satisfaction at the successful

" eonclusion of the work of the Third Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty

on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. The non-proliferation régime

'represents one of the pillars of international stability and security, Italy is

convinced that this régime should be strengthened and made universal. The fact

that the Conference was able to reach agreement on a final document attests to the

determination of the international community to unite to halt and reverse both

hor izontal and vertical proliferation of nuclear weapons.

In the context of the world economy the problem of external indebtedness has

now rightly been given priority in international discussions. My Government

believes that this question should be approached realistically, bearing in mind the

desire to achieve specific solutions. 1In that conviction, Italy gives strong

Support to the international organizations concerned. We also hope that a greater
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spirit of solidarity can be given to the interventions of the International

Monetary Fund (IMF) and thé World Bank.
If we aéproach this problem in a detached and rational frame of mind can we

find appropriate solutions to free us from two difficult problems: on the cne

hand, an intolerable burden which can ser iously affect chances for future

development, and, on the other hand, the risks of bankruptcy which would disrupt

T

the world economic system and dry up the sources of financing and credit, to the_-g
detr iment of the weakest countries themselves,

However great the progress made we are unfortunately still far from having

worked out effective remedies in this field.

Italy believes in multilateralism. In a world where the interests of

‘{;

_individual counfries or groups of céuntries finally prevail over the collective ,3
interests of peaceful coexistence and respect for interpational law — we maintain.é
that we should heed the recommendatioqs_which emerge from the community of Stateé}é
within the United Nations.

In this connection, our thoughts turn above all to the Middle East. The
proposals that appear in Security Council resolutioﬁs 242 (1967) and 338 (1973)

— o

continue to constitute the main basic_reference'point in the search for a lasting
and hence ?alid solution.

our position on the Middle East remains based on the fundamental principles
proclaimed on several occasions by the countries of the European Community: the
right of all States in the region to exist in security and ﬁeace and the right of
the Palestinian people to self-determination, with all that the exercise of that
right implies,

Wwe welcome the recent Jordanian-Palestinian agreement designed to éstablish
the basis for a joint negotiating approach, even though it has not yet produced thé

hoped-for results. It brings closer together the positions of two of the main
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rotagonists in the peace process and introduces an element of dynamism in that

it

rroubled region,

Equally relevant, in our opinion, are the proposals put forward by Egypt which

e led to a new phase of negptiation with Israel, 1In the context of the Middle

the Ttalian Government believes that it is essential to associate Syria with

‘the process of stabilization and peace in the region.

In this same constructive spirit, we shall spare no effort to promote a return

ﬁo normality in Lebanon with respect for its independence and territorial integrity.-

I would also like to'point out that during this year-Italy has increased its

contr ibution in finance and men to the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon

UNIFIL), which we consider a key element in the United Nations contr ibution to a

eaceful settlement of one of the most serious disputes of modern times.

In dealing with the problem of the Middle'East I would like to say how

istressed we are at the consequences for the civilian populations of the Irag-Iran

conflict. The reasons for this conflict seem to defy any logic but that of endless

estruction. We must ask ourselves ser iously whether the community of States

hould resign itself to being unable in any way to intervene to persuade the

= interested parties to adopt a cease-fire.

In the Mediterranean region the Cyprus crisis unfortunately remains

f;unresolved. We unreservedly support the activities of the Secretary-General and we

" address an urgent appeal to the par ties concerned to give sincere and specific

evidence of their will to negotiate.

As part of our direct interest in the Mediterranean region, we are devoting

.3close attention to cur relations with Malta. We intend to develop these relations

- with full respect for the Maltese Government's position of neutrality and

non-alignment, which Italy considers as a very positive element.

i
i
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Latin America, a region to which Italy looks with attention and interest, ig
playing an increasingly important role on the world stage. The.processes whereby |
the norms df democfacy are being restored on that continent are a clear indication’
of an advanced matur ity which we can but welcome with strong approval.

unfortunately, shadowy areas still remain in Latin America. We therefore
appreciate all the more certain signs of change, such as, for example, the
understanding reached in Chile among the democratic forces, as a result of the
initiative taken by Cardinal Primate Fresno, an initiative deéigned to pave the wa
for the transition to the full democracy we hope for. The Government and the arme

forces of Chile must therefore respond constructively to that impor tant developmen
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' Another source of concern is the political and socio-economic crisis that

‘sists in Central America, even though in some countries of the region progress

2 been made in the process of restoring democracy.

" We fully understand the impor tance of stability in the Central American and

o”Eupport any initiative such as that taken by the Contadoré Group desighed to
s]ieve tension and promote peacé. |

Accordingly, at the meeting to be held next November in Luxembourg, we shéll
gﬁbort the continuation of the dialogue initiated last year in San Jose,

ésta Rica, between the Ten countries of the Buropean Community, Spain, Por tugal,

e countries of the Contadora Grodp and the five countries of Central America.

In the Horn of Africa, a region with which Italy is especially 1inked by
torical ties and by increasing co-operation, we shall continﬁe to work for the

. ettlement of outstanding disputes through negotiating processes based on the
finciples of the Charter of the United Nations and of the Charter of the
tganization of African Unity {0AU). Thanks to dialogue and coﬂopératiOn on
ubjects of common concern, it éhould be possible to achieve solutiéns based on
espect for the territorial integrity of States.within existing frontiers and on
on-interference in internal affairs, with due regard.for the historical and
ultural identities of the-peoples of the area. We hope that the same_méthod_of
lalogue and patient, courageous and constructive negotiations, designed to ach?eve
olutions based on the princiéles'of the United Nationé, will be appi;ed to thej:
erious problems of the Asian continent.

In this connection, we shall continue to folléw closeiy the two serious crises

hich continue to plague the region: the Afghan and Cambodian criSeS.

ibbean region for the maintenance of world peace. That is why we shall continue
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In Afghanistan the clearly formulated_suggestions of the General Assembly havg
not yet been acted upon and the country is still suffering from the ravages of wa
Another question which concerns us is the tension on the Pakistan frontiers,
in particular as a result of bombardments which have caused many egivilian victims .
among Pakistani peoples of that region. Ital§ deems it essential that a determine

effort should be made to resolve that question and renews its appeal to the partie

concerned to adopt a cons tructive approach at the Geneva ﬁegotiations.

‘As regards Cambodia, Iﬁaly once again wishes to renew its strong appeal for
the restitution of international law that has been violated. We urge the parties.
concerned seriously and specifically to start negotiations that can lead to
gsolutions which bring freedom, justice and peace to all the Cambodian people.

Concerning Korea, Italy takes a positive view of the resumption of direct
talks between Seoul and Pyongyang on economic and humanitarian subjgcts. We hdpq
that these talks will be graduglly extended to other sectors, such as the questié
of sport, in view of the coming Olympic games at Seoul, which must be free from a
political constraints. This will undoubtedly help to create a lasting atmospheré

of détente in that peninsula, thus increasing the prospects for its reunification

With this aim in mind, we favour the admission of the two Koreas to this
Organizatipn - thus f£illing an unreasonable gap.

The Charter of the United Nations, whose fortieth anniversary we are
celebrating this year, provides means, if we want to use them, which could :espoﬂaj

adequately to the needs of peoples exposed to sudden change.

Aware that the destinies of nations, both large and small, are closely 1 inked]
the United Nations has become a unigue forum for meetings, discussions and

co-operation.
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Within the context of this evolution towards pluralism, which we deem to be

ighly positive, disputes and conflicts still exist, of course. Such conflicts,
ven though they may be of a circumscribed and sectoral nature, could end up
ecoming - as a result of this phenomenon of geﬁeral interdependence - universal
vents which bear the seeds of danger for mankind as a whole.

This is why, on the eve of a new year, which we intend to dedicate to peace;
‘it seems to me extremely appropriate to reflect on the manner in which this
‘Organization could play an even greater role as a forum which can foreshadow and
anticipate events so as to direct them towards an ordered and hafmonious
coexistence between people and nations.

VThe Italian vaernment will make its contribution to this end because we are
Fonvinced that peace is indivisible and is won day by day through sacrifices and
foncessions, without ever slackening our attention or yielding to the temptation of
adopting easy solutions.

Mr. DIZDAREVIC (Yugoslavia): At this moment of great tragedy which has

befallen the people of friendly Mexico I cannot but, first and foremost, express
the deepest condolences and solidarity of the people of Yugoslavia. We are
convinced that the international community will do its best and provide necessary
?;IEIief to the people and Govefnment of Mexico in their self-sacrificing efforts £0

~ overcome the effects of this dreadful catastrophe.

Mr. President, it gives me pleasure to congratulate you, the representative of
N %Pain, a country with which Yugoslavia has good and friendly relations, on your

. ‘election to the high office of President of the fortieth anniversary session of the

General Assembly of the United Nations.




