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134. Mr. COLOMBO (Italy):* Mr. President, first off
all, I should like to convey to you the warmest congr
ulations, on behalf of the Italian Government and on
own behalf, on your clection to the presidency of- (i
thirty-sixth session of the General Assembly. It is for us'
source of deep satisfaction that this honour has been con:
ferred upon the representative of a couatry with whichl:
ltaly maintains relations of close friendship and frunfw___g:
co-operation. Your long experience in the activities of thg
United Nations and the eminent qualities you have dis
played ia the service of your country are guarantees of the
balanced and efficient guidance of the work of the A%

sembly.

* Mr. Colombo spoke in Halian. The English version of his staemet
was supplied by the delegation. A
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[should like to take this opportunity to exprass to
cessor, Mr von Wechmar, our deep apprecia-
“the. important contribution he made throughout the

o to-the affirmation of the ideals of the United
nd to the search for a solution to some of the
rgent problems which the Organization has to
It 15 a particular pleasure for me now to wish him

=deral Republic of Germany to my own country,

50 wish to reaffirm my Government's deep re-
[full support for the praiseworthy actions under-
the Secretary-General in the interests of peace
;. settlement through negotiation of some of the
plex problems of our time, in a particularly del-
g of the international situation.

d

ally, 1 wish to convey a warm welcome fo the
‘of the Republic of Vanuatu, whose country, in
ith the universal vocation of the United Na-
.just been admifted as the one hundred and
Member of the United Nations.

not without emotion that I address the Genera]
which represents the community of peoples of
while thinking of the complexity and dramatic
e problems which make the state of interna-
ions uncertain and precarious.

Besieged as we are these days by problems that are
Atly urgent and critical, we tun the risk, in the
%ﬂ‘d ‘our everyday lives, of failing to grasp the fuil
imificance of events. I believe that this Hall, in which
’ the nations of the world are represented, is the
appropriate place for trying to work out a synthesis
1ed not only to provide a better understanding of the
.contemporary history but, above all, to make
ective and incisive the contribution that all of us,
cmments, are called ugon to make in order to
c conditions for a better future for mankind,

hat is why I feel it necessary to take an over-all
of the individial problems which face us, reducing

sically to two common denominators, namely, the
t relationship”and the North-South relationship.
lationships, “while maintaining their own indi-
and special characteristics, are not really sepa-
affect and influence each other,

must bear in mind this close interrelationship.
.be unrealistic to ignore the fact that the slowing
Jhe East-West negotiation process has brought
ation of general Isecurity and has exercised a
Mfluence on the orderly development of interna-
atlons. At the same time, we are convinced that
Istribution of world resources, through a transfer
om the more prosperous to the less favoured
ould help to reduce the tensions which exist
WY, Darts of the world, to promote stability in the

ed areas and, indirectly, also to improve the
f:West relations.

1y connected with the East-West relationship
rth-South relationship are the specific roles
taking into account its international position,
.20d traditions and its geographical location,
HEnds to play in order to make a positive contri-

fuccess 1n his forthcoming post as Ambassador of

bution of its own to the cause of security and peace in the
world.

143, That contribution is reflected in ltzly’s membership
in the Atlantic Alliance. That Alliance, because of its de-
fensive character, has proved to be an essential prerequi-
site to security, peace and détente in Eurcpe and therefore
to world equilibrium. In this context must be viewed the
resolute participation of Italy in the construction of the
European Community, which, as it develops, is in-
creasingly aimed at ensuring security and peace. Italy is
convinced that the building and strengthening of the Euro-
pean Community is necessary. In its growth it will con-
solidate and ensure the strengthening of co-operation on
our continent, a more fruitful opening, on a basis of
equality, towards the States of other geographical areas,
and a reaffirmation of the fundamental importance of
human rights. Therefors we are convinced that the pro-
cess of European integration must now acquire a new mo-
mentum, overcome the obstacles arising from the current
prevalence of economic interests and seek, in a political
union, the path to a more effective confribution to the
evolution of the contemporary world towards a better
equilibrium and hence towards peace. The voice of Eu-
rope must not be underestimated in a process of stabiliza-
tion and peace that will be truly consistent and constant.

144, Ttaly, precisely because it is an expression of the
civilization of the Mediterranean, has always been es-
pecially aware of the problems and crises of that area,
which, in its turn, remains central to world balance. Tn that
region old tensions seem to become more entrenched while
new tensions are making the old ones more threatening, thus
imposing on all the countries concerned; a common Tespon-
sibility to eliminate the sources of danger.,

145, As regards relations between East and West, with ajl
their historical and political complexities, Italy is following
a policy wkich reflects responsibility and firmness but also
an effective desire for dialogue. This has been our attitude
in the consultations held with the Western nations with
which we are linked in a defensive alliance, as well as in our
contacts with the Soviet Union and the other countries of
Eastern Europe.

146. The cardinal points of the Italian position are well
known. They are based on the search for a balance of forces,
linked with a gradual reduction of those forces to the lowest
possible levels, and on the commitment to negotiations
without pre-conditions, but founded upon mutual recogni-
tion of the essential requirements of security and peace. We
also believe that a policy of détente cannot be conducted
within watertight compartments, but Teguires a renunciation
of adventurist policies and the adoption of coherent and
responsible ones, simultaneously and in all geographical
regions. The degree of interdependence of our world is so
great that we cannot hope fo be able to guarantee oases of

.peace and stability while elsewhere tensions increase and

the basic rights of nations and States are violated,

147.  Concerning tactical nuclear forces, a particularly se-
rious imbalance has occurred in the very heart of Europe, an
area where the concentration of military forces is extremsly
high. This imbalance must therefore be corrected through
the adoption of the necessary decisions and the active use of
negotiation. Accordingly, Italy has worked with its allies
and with the potential negotiators to bring closer the pros-
pect of negotiations and is now awaiting the initiation of
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talks, to which we will be ready, as in the past, (o make a
constructive contribution,

148. To be realistic a disarmament policy must be aimed
at a global balance, not just a regicnal one. For this reason,
Italy has consisiently stressed the validity of the SALT
process, which, in our view, remains a basic point of refer-
ence in the field of disarmament,

- 149, At this point I should like to stress that every result
achieved in the field of disarmament can have positive
repercussions on development aid.

150. For its pért, Italy has helped, in a spirit of responsi-

bility and moderation, to keep open the prospects for an
inter-European dialogue, and it intends to accord the Con-
ference on Security and Co-operation in Euvrope the im-
portance that it deserves. Throughout the course of the
Madrid negotiations we have refused to abandon the hope
of achieving substantial and balanced results, including
the convening of a conference on disarmament in Furope.
Moreover, we have agreed that next autumn a further at-
tempt should be made in that direction, It is in the inter
ests of all that that -attempt should yield the hoped-for

resuits.

i51. A great European country, Poland, has experienced
in recent months and is experiencing at present difficulties
deriving from its internal evelution. We fervently hope that
this country may carry out its chosen action with full respect
for the inherent values of its culture and.its sovereignty.

152. Here I should like to point out that the major failures
of the United Nations, when they have occurred, are to be
attributed to the lack, at the world level, of the political will
for peace and progress based on a careful, balanced and
realistic assessment of regional conflicts within a global
perspective.

153. 1 said earlier that the precarious nature of the East--

West relationship, because of the indivisible nature of se-
curity and hence of peace, has had inevitable repercussions
on existing world tensions and that, conversely, the elimina-
tion of those tensions becomes an important means of reduoc-
ing the difficulties which stand in the way of the stabiliza-
tion of East-West relations.

I54. For their part, the 10 members of the European

Community have tried and are still trying to contribute to’

this stabilizing action by proposing formulas aimed at re-
moving the various causes of tension and restoring peace to
suffering peoples, thus contributing to stabilization.

155. Inthe Assembly, at the eighth meeting, the Secretary

of State for Foreign Affairs of the United Kingdom, Lord”

Carrington, described the European Comununity’s position
on the major sources of conflict and tension. I take this
opportunity to give Italy’s full support to the views that he
voiced.

156. For its part, the -Italian. Government notes with deep

concern that more than 18 months have clapsed since -

Afghanistan was invaded by Soviet forces, in flagrant vio-
lation of international norms and the Charter of the United
Nations. In the meantime, no attention has been paid to the
requests and appeals made by the overwhelming majority of
the members of this Assembly, the members of the non-
aligned movement, to which we give great importance, the

countries of the Organization or the [slamic Conference and
those of the European Community that those troops, whose
presence constitutes the only real interference in the area,
should be withdrawn and that the Afghan people should be
given back the right to determine freely their own future and
recover the traditional position of their country as an inde-
pendent and non-aligned State. I am confident that the
Assembly will at this session reaffirm the position pre-
viously adopted on this question.

157. There is another case of military cccupation—the

Vietnamese occupation of Cambodia—that violates the

hasic principles of coexistence among peoples. The appeals
made by the United Nations and by the norn-aligned move.
ment for a solution based on those principles have so far
remained unheeded. The Italian Government feels that the
International Conference on Kampuchea, held in New York
last July, should be given credit for having worked out 3
balanced and constructive basis for negotiation. My govermn-
ment hopes that Viet Nam will recognize the serious and
reasonable nature of the proposals put forward by the Con-
ference and decide to take part in its future deliberations,
thus fulfilling its obligations to the United Nations and
contributing to the cause of stability in South-East Asja,

[58. I tarn now to the African continent and I should iike,
first of all, to express the full solidarity of the Italian
Government with the Angolan Government, victim of re-
cent bloody aggression by South African forces. Violation
of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of a State Member
of the Organization, from whatever source, must give rise to
the strongest condemnation by the international community,

I59. Once more, the aggression against Angola was
launched from Namibian territory, which is still subject o
an illegal régime of occupation. This cannot but further
emphasize the urgent need to solve a problem which has
been dragging on for years, that of the independence of
Namibia. Italy maintains that it must be solved without
recourse to force, but rather by political means and through
negotiations, on the basis of Security Council resolution 435
(1978). Hence, the Italian Government addresses the most
urgent appeal to all the parties directly concerned, including
the countries belonging to the Western contact group, to
make every constructive effort to ensure that Namibia
rapidly achieves its independence and can occupy at our
next session, as a sovereign State, the place to which it is
entitled in our Assembly and in the international commu-

nity.

160. The accession of Namibia to independence would
favour the development of the entire region, increase the
stability of all the countries concerned—and primarily Aa-
gola—and eliminate ever ification for the presence of
non-African troops in the n ' :

161. Still dealing with the problems of southern Africa,
we must note with regrét the absence of any significant
progress towards the abolition of apartheid in South Africa,
an iniquitous system which constitutes an intolerable insu_;E
to human dignity and which my Government firmly cofi;
demns, as reflected in our scrupulous observance of the
military embargo decreed by the Security Council.

162, With regard to the other African crises, Italy consl
ers that the QAU is the forum best qualified to promote the
stability of the continent and to setile its disputes withol!
dangerous extemnal interference.
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:163.  We are strengthened in this conviction by the recent
favourable development in the dispute over the Westem
‘Sahara where, under the auspices of the QAU, the basis for
»pn acceptable solution has been laid down. We tiope that
“similar progress will soon be achieved in Chad with the
déployment of the inter-African force which is to replace,
-under the auspices of the OAU, the foreign military con-
~fingent now present in that country in a different capacity.

164, Tuming finally to the problems of the Horn of Af-
rica, while we note with satisfaction the signs of improve-
-pent in the relations between Kenya and Somalia, we are
ound to express our deep concern at the continuing tension
‘petween Somalia and Eihiopia, two countries with which
Jtaly is linked by ancient historical and cultural ties. Within
the limits of its possibilities and with respect for the inde-
‘pendence of both countries, Italy awaits with interest and is
ready to contribute to every effort which may help to:pro-
duce a just solution of this crisis and which will allowithe
‘peoples of the Horn of Africa to end the present dangerous
-spiral of confrontation and concentrate their energies on the
fight against their common enemy, namely, underdevetop-

‘ment.

165.  I'would like to express in this Hall my gratification at
the recent return of some countries of the Latin American
continent to democratic normality and at the trends in that
direction which may be noted in certain countries, Italy
fiopes that such trends will be further intensified and will
yield concrete results, because it is convinced that a substan-
tizl affirmation of the principle of the respect of the popular
will and of the ideals of pluratism and democracy can only
strengthen the cause of peace on the continent, particularly
in Central America, and prevent the resurgence of fratricidal
struggles such as those which, linked to the pressure of
external destabilizing factors, are tearing apart the people of
El Salvador. '

166. At the beginning of my statement [ observed that the
Government of ftaly devotes particular attertion to the prob-
lems of the Mediterranean.

167. If the objective to be pursued is that of the security of
the area, its attainment requires the solution of the various
crises that afflict the region, and, ahove all, the establish-
ment of peace in the Middle East. This area has too great a
need for peace and justice for us to sit back and conclude,
with facile pessimism, that we have exhausted the pos-
sibilities for secking a political solution. On the contrary,
we feel that important and positive factors are emerging
which, together with the effort the European Community is
making, gives us reason to believe that today in the Middle
East the starting point is no longer zero. Italy will continue
o support any progress towards a political settlement of
these disputes-and temains committed to the contribution
which the Ten feel able usefully to offer. May I add, in this
lespect, that we have noted with interest the proposals put
forward by Prince Fahd of Saudi Arabia® because they reveal
the readiness of that country for a negetiated solution of the
Middle East problem and because there is an interesting
principle implicit in them.

168. Our action is based on certain essential principles
which may be summed up as follows: the right to existence
‘nd the right to security of Israel, a great people to whom
‘mankind owes a considerable cultural debt, are for us facts
Which we cannot renounce; we recognize as well the right of
the Palestinian people to self-determination and, if it so

decides, to the creation of a State entity. This leads us to the

- conclusion that whatever the operational modalities of the

implementation of a peace process, such a process must
pass through a compulsory and fundamental stage, namely,
mutual recognition between Israel and the Palestinians. In
this respect, we feel that the Pafestine Liberation Organiza-
tion [PLO], which we recognize as a significant political
force of the Palestinian people, should be given an oppor-
tunity to prove its readiness to contribute to a peaceful
solution of the Arab-Israeli dispute.

169. Crises such as that in the Middle East require real-
ism, but also courage and hope. We must encourage moves
towards détente by both parties so as to prepare the ground
for direct dialogue since, in this case also, any lasting
sotution finally depends on the will of all directly concerned
parties.

170.  The best proof of the validity of this approach has
been provided by the truce and cessation of hostilities in
southern Lebanon, achieved through diplomatic efforts that

Italy fully supported. That development has opened the way

to the beginning of a pacification process in that long-
suffering country. It is now more than ever necessary to
guarantee, with the kelp of all countries, the independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Lebanon, thus avert-
ing a recurrence of the sufferings endured in the past by that
defenceless people. Italy is co-cperating in the pursuit of
that objective by its participation in the peace mission of the
United Nations in southern Lebanon, which we hope will be
allowed to play an increasing role in that country.

171. A speedy cessation of the hostilities between Iran
and Iraq would put an end to the material and human losses
involved and thus remove a serious obstacle to the peaceful
progress of those peoples.

172.  In addition to the crisis in the Middle East, recently
in the Mediterranean region there have been signs of a
disquicting restlessness which seems to make even less
attainable the dialogue and co-operation that we would like
to sée built up in the area. During this delicate phase we
must appeal to all concerned to show a sense of responsibil-
ity, to maintain attitudes compatible with the goals of peace-
ful coexistence and to renounce claims that conflict with
international norms.

173, It was in the context of a policy aimed at further
increasing the stability of the central Mediterranean region
that the Italian initiative was taken with regard to the decla-
ration of neutratity issued by Malta, which can only prove to
be a useful instrumeat in favour of peace and progress. In
order to help strengthen this new status, when registering its
agreements with Malta in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations, Italy requested the Secretary-General [see
A/36/348, annex] to draw the attention of Member States to
that part of the Italian declaration in which all the States
concerned were invited—and I repeat that invitation
now—io take note of Malta’s declared neutrality.

174.  Another Mediterranean island, Cyprus, has unfortu-
nately been experiencing a difficalt situation for many
years. However, the negotiations between the two commu-
nities, which the United Nations can use its authority effec-
tively to encourage, now have a greater chance of leading to
a solution to the problem. Again, for its part, Italy has dons
and will do everything possible to assist those negotiations.
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175.. It is an essential function of the United Nations to
monitor the imbalances in the armaments secter, both con-
ventional and nuclear, and.the increasing spread of weapons
of all types among the less developed countries.

176. The italian Government attaches particular impor
tance to the special session of the General Assembly on
disarmar:}ent to be held in 1982, which will offer a unique
opportunity to review the results so far achieved and to
outline the programmes to be followed in the future.

177, Unfortunately, it must be said that the Committee on
Disarmament, at Geneva, has not yet been able fully to
carry out the tasks entrusted to it by this Assembly. At
the same time an increasing need is felt within the Com-
mittee to avoid abstract generzlizations so that negotiating
activities can concentrate primarily on subjects that offer
realistic possibilities of agreement. Accordingly, Italy
continues to demand a ban on chemical weapons and the
destruction of stockpiles thereof in order to avert the se-
rious threat posed by the proliferation of these weapons,
which are indeed weapons Of mass destruction.

178. In the nuclear field, Italy, which is a party to the
Tr_eaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, views
with Sympathy the demands of certain non-aligned countries
for secunty guarantees on the non-use of auclear weapons
by the nuclear-weapon States. Italy is making a direct con-
tribution to their efforts in its capacity as chairman of the
pertinent Ad Hoc Working Group at Geneva.

179, In the field of conventional weapons, while under-
standing the security requirements of many countries re-
garding the protection of their independence and territorial
Integrity, we feel that the Assembly must none the less
redoubile its efforts to regulate such weapons.

180.  Still on the subject of disarmament, Italy has for
some years put forward proposals aimed at limiting the
potentially destabilizing aspects of an arms race in space
and has consistently affirmed the need to continue to work
on a global programme of disarmament as an appropriate
basis on which to ensure the achievement of general and
complete disarmament under strict and effective intemna-
. tienal control.

181, As regards the important work of the Third United
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, Italy is firmly
convinced that the exploitation of the mineral resources of
the sea-bed must benefit all mankind.

182, During the past year, in spite of the difficulties aris-
ing from the present crisis, international economic co-oper-
ation has made modest but significant advances. An au-
thoritative and inspired voice, that of Pope John Faul 11, has
recently been raised in the context of that comprehensive
review, the encyclical Laborem Exercens, to encourage that
co-operation. It recommends a profoundly innovative vision
of Iabour problems as well as a new relationship between
institutions and labour. I believe that all men of good will
should carefully study those lofty pronouncements.

183. The United Nations Conference on New znd Re-
newable Sources of Energy has given positive indications as
to the road we should follow in order over the long term to
solve the energy problems of the non-oil-producing devel-
oping countries, As for the short and medium terms, these
problems could be tackled effectively if we could finaily

reach a consensus on the establishment of an energy affiliate-
of the World Bank, a proposal that Italy has supported on:
NUMercus occasions.

184. The recent United Naticns Conference on the Least!
Developed Countries was also successful in adopting the’
Substantial New Programme of Action for the 1980s for the
Least Developed Countries. That programme will now con-
stitute the basic reference point for the initiatives of the
international community. I should like to stress that these
are countries to which Italy is already devoting a substantia:
percentage of its official development aid and for which it
plans in the future to develop a more effective and diffess
entiated policy of co-operation which will allow us g
achieve the target amounts set in that programme. :

5

Ee
185. Italy is also playing an active role in the field of

science and technology for development. As I had ocga
sion 'to stress to a delegation of ministers from developing’
countries with whom [ recently met in Rome, we hope!
that the United Nations Interim Fund for Science and’
Technology for Development, to which Italy has mads™3’
substantial contribution, will have sufficient resources fo’

IR
B

achieve its objectives. i

186. In the trade sector, we are convinced of the need;.
reaffirmed by the seven main industrialized countries at.
their meeting in Ottawa, for a vigorous joint effor
fight against the resurgence of the spectre of protectis
ism and to keep open the system of world trade. Next;
year, the GATT Ministerial Conference, welcomed by ,'t,ﬁ'e;
Ottawa summit, will provide us with a valuable oppg
tunity to consider in depth the obstacles which alrea
impede the orderly development of international trade,
well as those which threaten to arise. But the most sé.
rius challenge concerns the launching of global negotids,
tions, since it affects the very negotiating ability of the
international community. .

187. The Italian Government maintains that the prob-
lems of the North-South dialogue can only be tackled.
within the framework of the global negotiations whick
this Assembly will be called upon finally to launch after.
appropriate and careful preparation. Moreover, our awares,
ness of the urgency of these questions has led us to take
an initiative designed to help in the solution of the tragie,
problem of world hunger. %

188, After having substantially increased in recent ye
its contribution to the major orgamizations and p
grammes of the United Nations operating in the a
cultural and food sector, Italy, true to its civil and Chris:
tian traditions which other cultures reflect as well, hd
Just suggested the organization of an operational meetilg
for the purpose of achieving, through the action of
United Nations specialized agencies located in Rome, ¢
tain concrete objectives to be given immediate effect
lating to the struggle against hunger and malnutrition 2
co-operation in the field of agriculture and food produ
tion. This initiative, which was put forward by Italy¥4f
Ottawa and approved in the final communiqué of i
meeting,” has been endorsed by the countries of the: 0%
ropean Community and is now in the course of prep
tion and development. We trust that that initiative, bes
offering prompt sclutions to the international scourg
malnutrition, will help to stengthen confidence in the posy
¢

sibility of advancing along the path of economic growis
=1
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through co-operation, - which is one of the basic aims of
the- United Nations.

189. In concluding my statement, I should like to refer
to.the important dual responsibility of the United Nations
in, the field of human rights: the definition of principles

and related standards of conduct, and vigilance as to their

effective implementation.

oeps o i

190.- -As regards the [irst chjective,. the Organjzation. has
already achieved substantial and indisputable results, Bt
in the matter of. vigilance and respect for the norms and
principles adopted by the Organization, the United Na-
tions has not shown appreciable progress. Policies which
disregard the essence of human rights have continued.to
be practised, and we are still faced with extensive vio-
lations of human rights as a result of local conflicts or
situations of instability or intolerance. Italy is ready to co-
operate fully in this respect with the world Organization,
convinced as we are that wherever the value and dignity
of the human person is at stake no obstacle must be al-
Jowed to stand in our way. Ouly thus can we give effec-
tivéness and incisiveness to United Nations action in the
field of the intemational protection of human rights. This
is perhaps ome of the most difficult challenges that the
United Nations will face in the years to come.

191, As we tackle the specific objectives facing this As-
sembly in the political and economic fields and discuss
the best means of achieving those goals, we must not lose
sight of the basic consideration that this Organization is,
first ‘and foremost, the supreme body at the service of
mankind. Beyond the diversities of tradition and culture,
man is in effect the subject of rights and freedoms, who
through dignity attains a universal value. The mission of
the United Nations thus becomes universal only to the
extent to which the Organization proves capable of pro-
moting and protecting these rights and freedoms.



