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215. Mr. FORLANI (ltaly):2¢ Mr. President, it gives me
particular satisfacticn to salute you as the representative of
a country and a continent with which Italy shares both a
common civilization and centures-cld ties of friendship.
The very name of your country is a symbol of this historic
friendship T wish to assure you that my delegation will give
you its fullest co-operation in the fulfilment of the delicate
task which has been passed on to you by your most able
and worthy predecessor, Mr. Lazar Mojsov. And we are
fully confident that under your experienced guidance the
General Assembly will be able to zchieve significant
progress on the many important items on its agenda.

216. The Italian Government welcomes the admission of
Solomoen Islands to this Organization as its cne hundred
and fiftieth Member, and looks forward to close and
fruitful co-cperation with this new country. The number
150, and indeed the emergency arrangements made by the
Secretariat to provide seats for all Member States in this
hall, are evidence of the constant progress we are making
towards the goal of universality of the United Nations. My
Government considers this progress especially significant,
since it is the reflection of the successes marked every year
along the road towards the full implementation of the right
of peoples to self-determination.

217. 1 should like to pay a special tribute of gratitude and
esteem to the Secretary-General, who again in the course of
the last year provided an outstanding erample of total
dedication to_ the principles and goals of the United
Mations. The best evidence of this lies in his masterful
introduction to his annual report on the work of the
Organization {4/33/1] to the thirty-third session of the

20 Mr. Forlani spoke in Italian. The English version of his
statement was supplied by the delegation.

Ceneral Assembly. [ am in full agreement with
historical analysis and his judgement and remarks 5y
pulitical, economic and social issues as well as on the us ye;
unfulfilled potential of the United Nations. In particular |
should like to express my strong support tor his appezl tq
foster sentiments of human solidarity so as to overcome
national self-interest in the achievement of global objec.
tives.

218, The internationsl framework in which our peoples
ha/e toe live continues to be characterized by Dolltz(,al
economic and military tensions.

219. One feature casts a sinister light upon the whole -
pancrama of contemporary events: the continuation of the
arms race, which so far appears to be uncontrollable. The
expenditure of $40C billion every year on the purchase of
armaments is a shocking reminder of the frightening lack of
resources available to fight poverty and disease. And it i3
not only the great Powers which are engaged in this
senseless coniest to produce instruments of death and
destruction—this massive diversion of resources which could
otherwise be used to promote development, in which it is
net only the great Powers which play a part.

220, hialy is convinced that mankind will not advance very
far unless it becomes more generally and increasingly aware
of the futility of any collective struggle for progress which
is not accompanied by an effort te reduce drasticaily the
sacrifice of rescurces consumed on the altar of a dubious
security  The results achieved last June at the tenth special
session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament
give us ground for some hope, but much remains to be done
if effeciive progress along the path of reducing military
forces is to be achieved.

221. The special session of the General Assembly devoted
to disarmament and the consensus reached on the Final
Document [resclution §-10/2] have proved that the inter-
national community is aware of the major imperatives of
our time. Today more than ever, security—an inseparable
component of peace—can be attained only through a
process of approprately balanced and verified disarma-
ment.

222. While encouraging this process, we are none the less
convinced that the maintenance of the balance of power
remains decisive for the preservation of peace and for the
conduct of a constructive dizlogue, especizlly in Eurcpe.
For these reasons, the Atlantic Alliance constitutes an
essential frame of reference for my country. This frame of
reference allows us to make an active contribution not only
to the efferts to achieve disarmament, but alse to the
Vienna negotiations for the balanced reduction of forues in
Europe. E

223. The negotiations between the United States and the
Soviet Union for the limitation of strategic weapons are 0f
fundamental importance for reducing the boundaries of the,
realm of terror. We would like.to address an urgent appeal
to those two Powers in the hope that the expectations ©
our peoples will find prompt fulfilment in their decisionS:
224. But this prospect, although essential, will prove
ﬂlusory unless it is accompanied by a responsible Jm"lt
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[fon to reduce the areas of conflict and tension. If this
does ot materialize, the risk, which may be diminished in
[prms of a strategic confmntatlon is likely to increase asa
;gsuh of dangerous and destabihzmn military interventions.

m5 We feel bound, therefore, to appeal to the major
pgwers in particular to adopt this comprehensive approach,
mhout which afl hopes of peace, civili progress and
acononuc development can only remain epheme ral,

7')5 Mankind cannot rely indefinitely on a balance of
terror between blocs of ideologically opposed States if it is
t5 be able to seize the great opportunities presented to it.
Although it is true that, following the signing of the Final
Act of Helsinki, we were unfortunately faced last spring
with some disappointing results at the Belgrade meeting,?!
i new opportunity awaits us, as Europeans, at the third
rewew session in Madrd in 1980. We have strong hopes that
progress will be achieved in the Middle East negotiations as
i tesult of the Camp David meetings. Following other
jmportant meetings in the past, the Assembly of Heads of
State . and Govemment of the QAU was convened at
Khartoum and the Conference of Ministers for Foreign
Affairs of Non-Aligned Countries at Belgrade this year. Let
us all strive to ensure that international events of such great
jmportance do not remain mere episodes without positive
results of equal importance and without bringing about
those gradual improvements in the international situation
which we all consider indispensable.

227. We are all aware of the existence of grave situations
in which regional instability, and sometimes open conflict,
are the result of the internal difficulties of newly indepen-
dent countries coupled with massive foreign intervention.
Perhaps certain tense situations would not have reached the
breaking-point without the prospect, unfortunately well
grounded, of such intervention.

228. Iialy respects the identity of the newly independent
countries. We, the members of the international com-
munity, must adhere to this principle if we wish to provide
a credible basis for international equilibrium and the
progress of our pecples. This is the line followed by Italy in
the design and conduct of iis foreign policy of détente and
collaboration.

229, The interdependence of nations should encourage us
to aveid as far as possible polemics hased on preconceived
positions and to seek realistically and gradually the con-
ditions for greater comprehension and trust. It would be
disastrous if either one of the great Powers thought it could
achieve world-wide hegemony based on the strength of its
own military force,

230. The possibilities, the size and the political influence
of the Soviet Union on the world scene should enable it to
take part more boldly and with greater trust in every
constructive dialogue aimed at seeking appropriate soiu-
ticns for outstanding international problems, a task in
which the Soviet Union must obviously play a major role.

231. In the meaatime,; the dynamic foreign policy now
being pursued by the Peopie’s Republic of China has given

21 First review session of the -Conference on Security and
Coroperation in Furope, held in Belgrade from 4 October 1977 1o

& March 1578.

rise to expectations, preoccupations and even open
polemics, In my view, this is a development which reflects
the specific needs of that great people and it is in the
interest of all to encourage this trend.

232. Indeed, the substantial commitment of resources
which China has made in order to raise the standard of
living of its citizens is in itseif a contribution of enormous
importance to the strengthening of peace and the develop-
ment of international ce-operation. The more the Chinese
strengthen their relations of mutual knowledge with other
peoples, the less marked will become that sense of
pessimism as to the inevitability of war which has so often
characierized Chinese views of the future.

Mr. Maina {Kenya), Vice-Fresident, took the Chair.

233. The method of research and dialogue, to which we
again draw the atiention of this Assembly, is the only way
to achieve valid formulas and sclutions for the major
problems which beset mankind. Through leng and often
painful experience we have learned that, without a general
commitment to the achievement of harmonious coexistence
among peoples, cultures and civilizations, there can be no
constructive dizlogue, and that, if a course of increasing
divergence is followed even the limited progress achieved so
far in cc-operation and détente may be halted or rendered
useless,

234. In this respect we must consider as a most serious
obstacle the pretext of raison d'Frat to impede the free,
fruitful circulation of men, goods and ideas.

235. As regards Italy, which has made a substantial
contribution to the process of European unification, the
global commitment of its forces to the building of the
European Community reflects a specific necessity and a
clear conviction. It is a commitment to & goal of integration
which we consider also as an effective contribution to the
positive development of international relations and to the
maintenance of peace in Europe and in the world.

236. The basic objective of htaly’s policy is, therefore, the
Europear  Community which is currently being
strengthened by the prospect of new accessions and even
broader relations, while the election of its Parliament by
universal suffrage is now imminent.

237. Unemployment, inflation, the large marging of
unused productive capacity, the indebtedness of the devel-
oping countrdes and monetary instability have added
disturbing elements to the general picture and have further
impeded the normal development of economic and com-
mercial relations amoeng the different areas.

238. It is now clear that we are not facing a cyclic crisis. It
is towards a renewal and reform of structures that our work
must be directed.

239. When at the United Naticns Italy welcomed the
principle of establishing a new intemational economic
order, it expressed the intention to participate In a process
designed to promote a profound evolution in international
economic relations, and in particular to launch an effort of
co-operation among &all countries with a view to a better
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and more rational international distribution of labour and
production. The negotiations taking place in the MNorth-
South dialogus must be brought as scon as possible to a
positive outcome.

240. Such success may be one of the prerequisites for the
rehabilitation of the world economy and for the initiation
of a co-crdinated and general commitment to surmount the
Crisis. ‘

241, We are also profoundly convinced that the strength-
ening of economic co-operation will make a decisive
contribution to the reduction of conflicts and tensions.

242, 1 do not believe, unfortunately, that since the last
sesston of the United Nations General Assembly the factors
of instability have been reduced or have shown a tendsncy
to disappear.

243. No progress has been made towards a settlement of
the painful state of confroniation that still exists in Cyprus,

244. The tensions in Lebanon remain tragic and are likely
to become ever more so. The deployment of the United
Nations forces as part of a laudable peace-keeping opera-
tion, set up by a timely decision of the Security Council,
gives ground for hope that increasingly uncontrollable
situations ¢an be avoided. This operation, like all the other
operations in the Middle East and in other areas, has the
unconditional support of Italy, which has similarly sup-
ported ail the United Nations peace-keeping operations
carried out in the past. We hope that this essential
machinery provided for in the Charter will command the
increasing support of 2l Members of our Organization.

245, An intensive effort to reconcile the basic interesis
involved in the guestion of the Middle East was set in
metion at Camp David as a result of the personal efforts of
President Carter and of the response that he elicited from
President El-Sadat and the Israeli Prime Minister. This may
be an important step along the road that must lead to a
comprehensive, just and lasting peace. In order to achieve
that objective with certainty, we have always advocated the
joint involvement and the contribution of all the interested
parties. Italy fzels in duty bound to address to each of them
a pressing appeal to follow the negotiating approach. It is
true that, even if this approach is adopted, risks and
uncertainties will continue to exist; but it is also true that
for a question as complex and dramatic as that of the
Middle East there is no alternative to the graduzl method of
compromise and negotiation,

246. In Africa alsc—and we are looking in particular at the
events tzking place in the Horn of Africa—it certainly
cannot be said that the causes of concern have diminished.
We are convinced that the countries and peoples of that
continent must solve their problems within the Afrcan
framework constituted by the OAU. Although we are
unwilling to pass judgement oOn intentions, we must point
out that in the long run foreign interference is dangerous
and fraught with growing and unforeseeable implications.
Indeed, it is obvious that solutions based only on the
intervention of military forces generate situations in which
crises are bound to explode again.

247, In reiterating, as I did last year, Italy’s concem at the
serious crises which I have mentioned, I wish to refer- i,

regard to those problems as well as to the others with whigp
the international community is dealing and which e
included in the agenda of the thirty-third session of ths
General Assembly—to the statement made by the Ministe,
for Foreign Affairs of the Federal Republic of Germany iq
his capacity as current President of the Council of Ministarg
of the countries of the European Community /8zh meeting,
paras. 135-200]. On each problem he put forward anaiyses
evaluations, positions and proposals which exactly reflect
those of Italy and of the other countries of the Com.
munity.

248. In connexion with the grave probiems I have deajt
with, which have their roots in the complex reality of
today’s world, we have heard, in recent days, words of
admonition, encouragement and hope from the new
Supreme Pontiff, Pope John Paul 1.

249, The Pope has defined as an expression of his desire to
be of service to humanity the participation of the Holy See
in the search for better solutions to the major international
preblems, where détente, disarmament, peace, justice,
humanitarian assistance and development are at stake. For
this service the Pope has invited the co-operation of all in
order to put an end, within nations, to the blind and
destructive violence that merely destroys and sows ruin and
grief and, in international life, to bring about mutual
understanding among men and the pooling of efforts aimed
at progress, at overcoming the hunger of the body and the
ignorance of the spirit, and at promoting the advancement
of peoples less endowed with material wealth.

250. The solutions we seek at the United Nations are the
ones calied for in that appeal. We want a better world—a
world in which all peoples can choose freely their own
destiny and can maintain with each other peaceful and
friendly relations; a world in which a new international
economic order is established in a context of equilibrium; a
world in which each country is allowed to develop in a
spirit of justice; also, a world in which human rights and
freedoms are recognized as a sacred patrimony and in which
the dignity and value of the human person are reaffirmed
and defended.

251. A few days ago Italy deposited the instruments of
ratification not oaly of the two International Covenants on
Human Rights but also of the Optional Protocol to the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights [resolu-
tion 22 A, annex/ coacerning communications or petitions
from individuals and has deciared its acceptance of the
optional clause provided for in article 41 of the Covenant
concerning communications from States. Previously, Italy
had already declared its acceptance of the optional clause
provided for in article 14 of the International Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
fresolution 2106 A {XX), unnex]. We are convinced that,
just as at the national level the legislative recognition of 2
right way remain a dead letter unless a citizen is given the
possibility of appeal, so the international protection of
human rights will similarly remain a dead letter unless the
individual is allowed the opportunity of uphoelding such
rights before internaiional bodies and unless any State
wishing to do so can challenge any other State and bring it
before an international forum.
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-_-A“’féf{#}nonths ago Italy lived through a tragic act of
-_2_52_-;-',- Eten Aldo Moro was Killed after his kidnapping
r‘tgqonsﬂﬁfs‘e'bf which all the members of his bodyguard
in the fr'aaéll";"ﬂam‘ From this rostrum where Aldo Moro, in
:“__*;{137.5.350;3}?55_ Minister for Foreign Affairs of Italy, on
:h’--s;-"ﬂrius' 2 casions mace significant contributions to the
nUﬂfof the General Assembly, allow me to recall his image,
wos S g;}eé't- Italian statesman and of a man passionately
m;mttedwlth all his strength, to the attainment of the
o f the United Nations Charter: a just peace through-

“world and the moral, civil and social progress of

eiterate solemaly to the Secretary-General,
ur warmest thanks for having worked so
i 2nd with-such generous personal dedication to save the
F.thissgeeat leader of Italian democracy. I wish also to
5 -Y.-'dur_-j:grateful +hanks to Mr. Mojsov, President of the
.-t‘h'my.s’écgnd “session of the General Assembly, to
Miiyoung who was the President of the Security Council
the: month of Aprl last, and to Mr. Mills, the
"&F the Economic and Social Council, for their
eal for the life of Aldo Moro.

] wish to I
Waldheims O

htening episode and similar episodes which
any other peoples bring home a need
which concerns us all and which is also prompted by the
rie s iea ooe to the innocent victims: the need for

s frig

fespect. We'
mternational co-operation in the struggle against terrorism.
The. Gerleral Assernbly is already dealing with various

aspects Of this question and has entrusted study of them to

pproptiate committees. This is a need which is becoming
incteasingly urgent and profound. The Heads of State and
Gavernment of the seven countries who met last July at the
Bénn Economic Summit Conference to discuss problems of
tconomic co-operation gave expression to this need by
féddrésfs’ir'lg a pressing appeal to all countries to intensify and
strengthen measures to combat such acts of terrorism.

255 I,}:'Il‘he United Nations—and its supreme body, the
General Assembly—is above all an instrument in the service
of: peace and justice between mnations. The causes of
instability in the international system can be controiled and
adequately chanaelled within the United Nations. Existing
conflicts must not be aggravated in this body but must
encounter a suitable context for mediation and settlement.

256:»To that end, may I confirm that [taly’s action within
fhr;iGeneral Assembly and its committees is constantly
inspired: by a “strategy of collaboration”, aimed not at
‘emP?ﬂSiZing conflicting viewpoints but rather at always
&eking,;on every problem, a growing area of co-operation.
Shao.

3/ We wish to ensure that our work and the co-cperative
;gfo_r_f_s.;'aof:our countries will not remain isclated but will
,a-f;‘.’,‘?'-th?'f:‘increasingly aware support throughout the world
frea broad movement of opinion, a movement of peace and
ifreedomy; .,




