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22, Mr. PICCIONI (italy):Z Mr, President, in the
ame of the Italian Government, Iwishtoentend to you
ny earnest and sincere congratulations on your unani-
lous election to the highest office of the General
issembly. The bonds of deep friendship existing he-
= fween our two peoples are too well known to be recalled

vitness this homage paid to your country and this rec-
gnition of your personal merits. We are indeed certain
hat under your expert guidance our work will be di-

uccess,

f the United Nations is meeting at a time of special
- significance for all of us, a time when East-West rela-
tions, the most important factor influencing world
-peace, have entered a phase of positive development.
- Peoples everywhere are looking to the United Nations
n eager and anxious expectation, hoping to witness
urther early progress which would strengthenthe im-
rovement in the international situation brought about
¥ the recent agreement to ban nuclear explosions in
ke atmosphere, in outer space and under water,

24, In this connexion I deem it proper, before going
riher, to pay due tribute to one who, by his highly in-
pired words and his initiatives, has contributed to
Teaking down the barriers of misunderstanding and
’fstrust, thus joining all the peoples in a universal
d irresistible yearning for peace: Pope John XXII.

5123, Close consideration of the facts reveals that a
- uly new development underlies the present situation.
Or the first time since the end of the Second World
¥ar, the Governments of Washington, Moscow and
ordon were able toagree on the conclusion of a treaty
§fa.r—reaching political scope, to which almost all
:ountries of the international community promptly ad-
'E“?I'ed-, The provisions of the various articles of that
Gaty are certainly of outstanding importance and the
°ry fact that its conclusion has been advocated for so
: Eg and from so many quarters hears witness to this.
%...0W me to point out here, however, why the signifi-
%c\a?‘«‘? and the political and psychological scope of those
gpro_ﬂsions far exceed their literal meaning,

Mz, Piccigni spoke in [ralian. The English versionof his statement
Supplied by the delegation. -
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ere, As Italians, we are therefore deeply gratifiedto-

ected with full impartiality and will be crowned by

23. The eighteenth session of the General Assembly .

126, 1t is because we have witnessed—I repeat, for the
first time since the end of the Second World War—sa
meeting of minds between the Governments of the
United States, the Soviet Union and the United Kingdom
to move together along the path of disarmament and
peace, forgoing mutual suspicion and distrust, It is so,
moreover, because no other international agreement
has ever been signed so promptly by so many States.
Lastly, it is because all of this has taken place in
accordance with the repeated and consistent appeals
made in the last sessions of the General Assembly
of the United Nations.

127. Thus, the presence of U Thant, our Secretary-
General, at the Moscow ceremony on 5 August 1963
when the Treaty was signed, represented not merely an
act of courtesy and respectfor the administrative head
of our Organization, but was a recognition and an
acknowledgement of the part the United Wations had
played in this conciliatory endeavour.

128, Let us look back-together for a moment, and re-
call those not too distant days when the tasks and the

* possibilities of the United Nations were cquestionet,
" and the Secretary-General had hecome the main public

target of severe aitacks, and we will then readily ap-
preciate the extent of our recent progress. The most
conspicuous evidence of this evolution was offered dur-
ing last year’s Cupan crisis, when U Thant and the
United Nations were foremost in the effortfor the pre-
servation of peace.

123, The Treaty of 5 August 1963 must be regarded,
however, merely as a first step toward disarmament
and peace, A very long road still remains to be tra-
velled, and for the time being we stand only at the
beginning. The expectation of public opinion every-
where for further progress is high, indeed, ashigh as
everyone's nope. This is the measure of our responsi-
bilities. We are certainly not unaware of the consider-
able obstacles to be overcome in order to bring about
such progress. But we also know that we ¢an make sub-
stantial headway if we persevere together in the deter-
mination to seek the iriumph of common®sense and
peace over selfishness and distrust, It will undoubtedly
be a laborious and difficult victory, requiring patience,
persistence and a graduil approach, butitis neverthe-
less within reach, because it iz dependent exclusively
on us. President Kennedy underlined this inhis impor-
tant address here on 20 September 1963, an address
which won unanmimous praise. I quote his words:

"The task of building the peace lies with the leaders
of every nation, large and small, For the great Pow-
ers have no monopoly on conflict or ambition. The
cold war is not the only expressionoftension in this
world, andthe nuclear race is notthe only arms race.
Even little wars are dangerous in a nuclear world.”
[1209th meeting, para 4.] )

130, 1, for the sake of brevity, I now concentrate
essentially ontwo subjects, disarmament and economic
development, this is cbviously not because the Italian
Government intends to overlock other importantitems
on our agenda, My delegation will state its views on
such questions each time they come up for considera~
tion. On the guestion of Charter revision, for instance,
and particularly in connexion with the increase in mem-
bership of the Security Council and the Economic and
Social Council, we advocate that those bedies be en-
larged in a manner that will ensure-—as is fair and
equitable and, 1 should add, indispensable to the effec—
tive funetioning of our Organization—and adequate re-
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presentation of the countries which have more recently
become Members of the United Nations,

131, We shall also exert our best efforts toward a
solution of the difficult problem of the finaneing of
peace-keeping operations, whichis currently of utmost
importance,

132. Neither will I digress at any length onthe ques-
tion of racial discrimination, in respect of which, as is
known, our thoughts and our actions have always been
inspired by the principle of absolute equality of human
beings, which is the cornerstone of this Organization.

133. Likewise, T shall not dwell extensively on the
problem of decolonization to which the United Nations
has made such a noteworthy contribution in recent
years, The process by which the non-self-governing
peoples are achieving independence is now almost com-
plete. Some cases, it is true, still remainunresclved;
we are sure thatthey willbe settled in accordance with
the principles establishedin General Assembly resolu-
tion 1514 (XV). However, the main problem with which
the United Nations willhave to dealinthe coming years
will be that of ensuring the necessary economic and
gocial well-being of the countries which have recently
become independent. I shall return to this particular
question in dealing with the problems of economic
development, :

134, On the subject of disarmament Italy has always
maintained that, without losing sight of the final goal
of general and complete disarmament, we mustirestore
gradually mutual trust by means of promptagreements
which, though limited in scope, should be such as to
pave the way for further and more comprehensive
achievements,

135. The Soviet Union had hitherto opposed such an
approach to the problem and, by proposing solutions
certainly desirable but unaitainable for the time being,
appeared tofavour the formula of *all or rothing”. Now,
with the Moscow agreement, the Soviet Union too ap-
pears to be convinced of the advisability of a gradual
approach,

136. 1t will therefore be possible henceforth to apply
this method by common consent to the disarmament
negotiations, This represents a positive step indeed,
The very experience through which a partizl nuclear
agreement was reached confirms that, by sensible
methods of work and by mutual efforts of goodwill con-
centrated on the areas where the opposing points of
view are not too far apart, it is possible to proceed

towards positions from which the goal of general dis-

armament will no longer appear as remote,

13%, Our endeavours must therefore be tweofold, On the
one hand, we should work to bring closer together the
plans for general and complete disarmament thug far
advanced at Geneva, which, unfortunately, still differ
considerably on a number of substantive points. On the
other hand, we should persist primarily in the search
for speedy agreements in the sphere of collateral
meagures, which we regard as aparticularly promising
field, Naturally, even in this work on collateral mea—
sures, we should not forgo the principles thatare fun—
damental to every disarmament measure—namely,
balance and control—without which all agreements
would be impossible or ephemeral,

138, Among the collateral measures that have been
proposed at Geneva, some are worthy of special men-
tion. For our part, we have repeatedly emphasized the
advisability of discontinuing the manufacture of fis-

sioneble material for military purposes ang-
ferring part of such material to peaceful v
advisability of measures for preventing war &
take, of measures against war propaganda, and-+
other proposals on which, in our View, an agresmy
should not be difficult to reach. In this cons
has seemed to us very promising that both Pre
Kennedy and Foreign Minister Gromyko have
tioned to this Assembly the possibility of an agis
to ban the placing into orbit of weapons of mi
struction. On this subject, the measures on which
necessary and urgentto reach an agreement, Pre
Kennedy said: o

"We must continue to seek agreement onme
which prevent war by aceident or miscalculatis
must continue to seek agreement on’gafe
against surprise attack, including abservatio
at key points. We must continue to seek agre
on further measures to curb the nuclear arm
by controlling the transfer of nuclear weapos:
verting fissionable materials to pesceful purpo
and banning underground testing with adequate
spection and enforcement. We must continue't
agreement on a freer flow of information and;
from East to West and West to East, " [1209th

Ning, para. 50,]

ures;

n \{%E

139, By this I do not wish, however, to disre
proposals put forward by other countries, includ
Soviet Union, some of which are worthy of con
and careful appraisal.

140, Within this cursory review of the P#‘Zéb};
peace, may I alsobe allowed to elucidate one pof
regard to the Atlantic Alliance. The Alliar_;_qr—;
and never has had aggressive intentions towards
and has actually proved its desire for peacg
difficult circumstances. That, moreover,h
been and remains the firm resolve of allits.mem
including West Germany, in respect to-whic
accusations have sometimes been madex

141, Ttaly became a member of NATO be
convinced that in a world unfortunately still ar
the balance of forces permits the maintenan
and discourages aggression, though always
hope that a time would come when peacec
sured, not by regional equilibrium of 2rm
through a global security system in agtcgtal
world, That is the goal we seek.

142. If in the world-wide peaceful visiono
policy pursued by the Italian Governmep?'.:gg
Alliance has thle essential function of inilitd
brium, an equally important pari is ;ftha-?‘t

building of Europe's political integration. IS
ment, in our view, would provide 2 f"."rt.href
support for the maintenance of peace ML= =
eliminating all anxieties in the Eurgpe_?nf?gaﬁ
by overcoming those outdated forms ot tion
which lie at the rootof a good many mter.l‘-th_':léa
culties, Thus, by striving for the _'.P.O}'; Pt
Europe, Italy professes to be working 1o
maintenance of peace, . .

143, We are convinced that our fai_thf‘*l‘aﬁ:'l
the solemn obligations of the Chartefrthzgl-ong
sive aims of the alliance to which W@ osent 11
specific posture of all our policy TEPT any
selves the best guarantees to I‘G&lssur-et]ma Ita
our peaceful intentions. Neverthe_less’.to any imp
ernment, always anxious to contrlbuffei :

s . A . i TiS, -
ment in the international situatiofls *7»7
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statement which would help to
> bl e ang ensure betier pr;;spect.?;
e ur les. This applies no
eration. aTO0E e P})ﬁlojlijtion of outright mili-
1 to all actions or steps
represent athreatio
affect their security

& torany act or
tudl confidenc
- primarily to the pro
Zsion, but in genera
ctly or indirectly, may
ce of States or may
mutual suspicion.
; fact, that in accordance with
ster, all countries in thc.3 com=
feel, to an ver-growing ex-
d free from any concern
may devole all their
lifting, in every

ouridesire, in
ong.0f the Cha
f nations should
ident of their future an
giithreats, so that they
o ithe betterment and the 1p
Ay ol he free life of their peoples.
o n W ‘up to the General Assembly, %n these
ally favourable circumstances, to give new
‘the process of disarmament and to the Ge-
, e shall be successful in

iations. I believe W . .
! g we have already done 1n recent sessions,

ur encouragement and establ?sh new
o enable the negotiating body on disarma-
Shradume its work as soon as possible E:.'nd to
“io its efforts onthose points onwhicha Trap-
t" is already in sight.
5. therefore, stress those issues which can
-ar'id, not those which divide us, ‘and we s.hall
tadly be able to make further positive contribu-
to the favourable process that has begun.

i ini T iet Union, Mr.
le Toreign Minister of the Sovie .
¥ko, in his statement here on 19 September 1963

in the first quarier or first

a‘.]f-“t'Jf 1964 a conference of Stateés memberslc)f
Eighteen-Nation Commiitee on Disarmarment with
‘participation of political leaders of the highest

al", [1208th meeting, para. 130.] |

:That proposal is not new; however, the context in
hich it is put forth is new, Thatls to say, it has been
dvanced in a statement the novel tone of_whxch we
nd most gratifying. Notwithstanding certain contro-

ymyko has emphasized the improved prc?sp_ects
ning up for the Geneva disarmament pegot.latlonis_
wishould be gratified to accede to this idea if suffi-
iclent progress in the Highteen-Nation Committee on
Disarmament, when it resumes work, willhave brought
diit the appropriate conditions to enable a high-level
eting to bear certain fruit.

_In the economic field, the general convictionhas
en. growing in recent years that thereis a need for
asingly close collaborationon2 world-wide scale,
s certainly a positive development, which leads
to hope that we shall be ablé to continue with great-
ctiveness the action necessary for the attainment

bjectives all countries irrespective of their political
nd economic conditions. From this background there
&rges the problem of balanced development on a
orld scale, which has become the central problem of

‘time and which is transforming the world around

sial remarks with which we do not agree, Mr. .

151. During the fifties we saw considerable progress
in identifying the lines of action tobefollowed, as well
as in achieving a better understanding of the require-
ments for an accelerated advance towards the attain-
ment of conditions of complete independence for all
countries of the world, also from aneconomicand so-
cial standpeint. It is, therefore, from this foundation
that during the sixties, during the United Nations De-
velopment Decade, we should continue to pursue on a
practical plane the programme for action, bearing in
mind the importance of laying a solid basis which will
allow all the peoples to build their own future with
confidence. This year too, during cur proceedings, {re-
gquent references will be made to the provisions of
General Assembly resolution 1710 (XVI). We know that
the general anxious expectation is expressed at times
in a tone of opiimism and at other times in a tone of
pessimism. In fact the broadness and complexity of the
objectives to be attained are suchas toimpose careful
reflection, strict discipline and unceasing efforts in the
fleid of international co-operation, if we want the De~
velopment Decade to represent the first greatstep fo-
wards the substantial reduction of the economic gap
dividing a world which the United Nations, instead,
should seek to bring together in equality, prosperity
and peace,

152, Ewven more thanthe mobilization of new energies,
the result at stake requires essentially a qualitative
improvement and an appropriate co-ordination of as-
sistance, in a joint effort by the developing and the
industrialized countries which would take into account
all different components which must inferact harmo-
niously in the various phases of the development pro-
cess,

153., In this cornexion Ishouldlike to stressa number
of specific points with reference to which the United :
Nations can exercise a primary propellant function.

154, The-first of these points is undoubtedly the for-
mula of "trade and aid" which we have advocated and
which we are gratified io see universally accepted in
recent years, Inthat respect, I am especially convinced
that only by harmonizing rationally organized assist-
ance with adequate solutions to the principal problems
of international trade will it be possible to make con-
structive progress towards the aims we are pursuing.

155. Fully aware that international trade canbecome
one of the main instruments for improved development
of the developing areas, we earnestly intend to contri-
bute with all in our power to the success of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development to be
held next spring.

156. Italy, a member of the Eurcopean Economic Com-
munity and thus well aware of the advantages of inte-
gration and close co-operation with other countries,
will strive to ensure that the Community itself will
participate in the consolidation of international econo-
mic co-operation, inspired by principles intended to
enhance the development of world trade and the gradual
elimination of restrictions and-barriers. Likewise we
shall strive to ensure that the Communify—inthe very
spirit of the Rome Treaties-—should look toward, tothe
world around it, inaliberal and constructive approach,
avoiding selfish, inward-looking tendencies.

157, While we are all aware of the essential need to -
tackle these problems ina spirit of frank co~operation,
we know equally well that the broadening of interna-
tional trade and the graniing of financial aid, however
essential, are not in themselves sufficient {o solve the
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problems of development, Those instruments should be
supplemented by technical assistance, which is indis~
pensable for the establishment of the infra-structures
necessary for industrialization andfor the professional
training of cadres in the developing countries. Thisis
a field which lends itself to fruitful action by the United
Nations, and afieldin which Italy can offer its accumu-
lated experience. Particularly valuable, inour view, is
the work done by the United Nations Special Fund for
pre-investment projects.

158, Still on the subject of international economic co-
operation, I should like to recall that the Italian Gov-
ernment recently had the honour of beinghostin Rome
to the United Nations Conference onInternational Tra-—
vel and Tourism. That Conference wasthefirst initia-
tive of its kind in the United Nations framework. Indeed,
we were gratified to note that the Conference reached a
successful conclusion, laying the basis for the fruitful
development of that important facet of co-~operation
among Member States,

159, Finally, Y should like to draw attention to the
statement made by the Secretary-General inthe intro-
ducticn to his annual report {A/5504/Add. 1] to the effect
that the past year has beenmarkedby a number of de-
velopments which will further the success and effec-
tiveness of the United Nations, It is ourfirm hope that
this new political and psychological atmosphere may
open substantial and favourable prospects also in the
economic field.

160. At this pointIfeel obligedtoextend my statement
in order to sxplainthe Italian Government's position on
the problem of the status of the German-speaking in-
habitanis of the Alto Adige—a subject on which Mr.
Kreisky, the Austrian Foreign Minister, spcke at length
yvesterday [1217th meeting].

161. The Austrian Government complainsthat, during
the past twelve months, no meeting has been held be-
tween the Foreign Ministers of the two countries, As a
matter of fact, this is quite true, and the Italian Gov-
ernment, which is anxious for a speedy resumption of
the bilateral negotiations with Ausgtria, is the first to
regret, not only this circumstance in itself, but ahove
all the causes which brought it about. What, then, are
the origins of the present situation?

162, When [ met Mr. Kreigky ayearagoin New York,
at the seventeenth session of the General Assembly, we
agreed onthe advisability of meeting again at the begin-
ning of November, Atthattimelenvisaged a continua-
tion of the talks between the two Forelgn Ministers that
had taken place in Venice at the end of the previous
July, :

163, These talks had once more placed the Ttalo-
American negotiations in a perspective of hopeful ex-
pectation while, at the same time, the Italian Govern-
ment was working on the problem at the internal level
by means of a Study Commission entrusted with the
tagk of preparing—with the co-operation of represen~
tatives of the German-speaking inhabitants of the Alto
Adige—proposals for specific legislative measures for
the further improvement of the autonomous regional
Statute, However, justbefore the scheduled meeting. we
learnt that the composition of the Austrian detegation
wa not to be limited to the immediate associates of the
Foreign Minister, but was to include members of the
Tyrolean regional Government, While I would not wish
to comment here on the political wisdom of such an in-
novation for a meeting that was to be held on the eve
of the Austrian general elections, the mere fact that it

" session of the United Nations General Assémbly

had been made implied that the meeting would ..
a different nature from those held in %enicg ha}'
York, Hence Ialy's request to study the :nd
created by this element, .

164, So the meeting did not take place af
mainly on account of the impending Austrian g4
elections, which meant that several months’y;
elapse before a new Austrian Government wagf,
It is true that, in the meantime, the previoys @
ment had remained in office-as a caretaker governsy;
but it had none the less resigned, and it is harg)
prising that we should have wished to deal wity:
ernment that would be representative of the pe
liament. By the time such a Government. ha
constituted in Austria, general elections werea
hegin in Italy, requiring a further lapse of time b
the new Italian Cabinet was established. Onthe very
that my country's Parliament passed a vote of &
dence in the new Government, Thastenedto ask'Vi
to indicate a date for the meeting of the two Fos
Ministers, It was in reply to that Italian propdéé{l’_’t
Austria expressed the wish to send a senior offici

Rome in order to discuss the agenda for the Propos
meeting, We promptly agreed to this sugpestion;Hg
ever, the arrival of Ambassador Waldheim in Rome;
wards the end of July 1963, coincided exactly with*
resumption in Alto Adige of the. terrorist activitf
which had p\ractically ceased during the previous tw
months,

165, In spite of these far from encouraging-oc
rences, the basis was laid in Rome for an agreeme
the agenda for the planned meeting. This cireumst
however, brought about a negative reaction onthep
of those who had an interest in sabotaging Ital
Austrian relations. In fact, the acts of terro
steadily increased so that in recent weeks.the:
number of incidents reached a very high figure.;
could not fail to affect adversely the climate of Iigli
public opinion as it was impossible not to 2sso
those terrorist activities with the lack of effectiv
ventive action in neighbouring Austrian territory
preclude the crossing of terrorists and their weapo
into Italy. In the Italian Government's view Aus

explicitly bound to undertake such preventive agtio
der article 9 of the State Treaty, which require
prohibit and suppress all activities on the;part o
ganizations engaging in actions hostile to any M%
of the United Nations. In this situation Kalyfelt!
would be preferable to propose that the meetingin gUEss
tion should be held in September, at the beginning ofith

Austrian Government had accepted our propos
meeting in New York would already have taken pIAcS
and our willingness to negotiate could not hay
questioned. The Austrian Government, on the:
hand, prefers a date in October, and insists tl
meeting be held in Europe. .

166. At this stage, may I be allowed to empha
circumstances, The meeting between the two L0,
Ministers was recommended by the United Na 4
General Assemblyinresolution 1497 (XV) 19 Gﬁé
1960 and resolution 1861 (XVI) of 28d1§1m£ré}b:§- 5
However, these resclutions are predicad 5o Tl
points, the last of which recommends th_ai_trboth}??r?re?
refrain irom any action which might Vlmpa;]'_ra
friendly relations, This third point cannot be 1V
from the first,

167. There can, therefore, be no doubt that ﬂ:)e_l
Government could not fruitfully resume nﬁg

For
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with the Ausirian Government if Vienna should fail to
take due account also of the last point in the General
Assembly's resclutions. Thus, while we regret, as 1
said before, the fact that the surveillance at the Aus-
trian border is not exercised in such a way as to con-
stitute a serious chstacle to the crossing into Ttaly of
terrorists with their warlike eguipment—notwithstand-
ing the Italian Government's repeated appeals to the
Austrian Government for co-operation to that end—I
should also like to recall and strengly deplore the re~ -
cent statements by Austrian authorities againsi the
Italian judiciary. It is not the first time that this has
happened, and it has been seen recently how the Council
of Eurcpe vindicated the Italian judiciary with respect
to similar accusations made by Austria on previous
occasions. The Italian Government considers that the
misrepresentations of fact and the unfounded allega-
tions contained in certain statements by Austrian au-
thorities are incompatible with paragraph 3 of General
Assembly resolution 1487 (XV) of 31 October 1960.
Above all, we cannot buf indignantly reject the state—
ment alleging the existence of evidence to the effect
that priscners of Alto Adige have been tortured.

168, The second matter to which I should like to call
your attention is that, throughout this entire period, the
Italian Study Commission for the problems of Alto
Adige has continued, and has almost completed, its
work aimed at solving the substance of the problem at
the internal level. This effort made by the Italian Go-
vernment—with the co-operation, as I already men-
tioned, of qualified represenfatives of the German-
speaking inhabitants—should crown our endeavours to
eliminate the sources of contention over the implemen-
tation of the Paris Agreement of 5 September 19486, 8/

169. However, I should like once again to stress that,
provided no further attempt is made to vitiate the at-
mosphere between the two countries, we are still pre-
pared to hold a meeting with the Austrlan Foreign
Minister in October. We hope that this resumption of
negotiations will result in a speedy settlement of the
entire controversy.

170. To conclude my statement, may I say that those
among us—and if I am not mistaken, they are not few
in number--who have considerable political experience
know full well that it is better for responsible states-
men to exercise utmost care in their language so as to
avoid the risk of being deluded by events. Nevertheless,
I do not hesitate to voice here my optimism on the re-

171, The PRESIDENT {(transiated from French); The
representative of Cambodia has the floor o exercise
his right of reply.

172, Mr. NONG KIMNY (Cambodia) {translated from
French): My purpose in asking to exercise my right to
reply is not so much te answer the representative of
Thailand as to set the record straight about certain
opinions just expressed by him that might cast doubt on
the objectives of Cambodia's policy towards its neigh-
bours South Viet-Nam and Thailand, .

8/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 49 (1950), No. 747, annex IV,

173. This policy remains what it has always been: one
of peace and co-operation. In his statement this morn-
ing the representative of Thailand said:

"Cambodian leaders woulddo well , ., tocontribute
to this historic trend of regional co-operation, rather
than stay out of it and even aggravate it by the recent
decision to cut off official ties with South Viet-Nam,
thus adding further dlsumty and instability to the
region.®

174. It seems to me that in passing this judgement
criticizing a foreign-policy decision by Cambodia, the
representative of Thailand is jumping to conclusions
without stopping for a moment to study the causes of

‘this break in the relations between my country and

South Viet-Nam. As the head of the Cambodian delega-
tion explained in detail in: his statement on 25 Septem-
ber [1215th meeting], Cambodia took the painful de-
cision to break off political relations with South Viet-
Nam because the Saigon régime had committed a series
of crimes against the Khmer people, against the Cambo-
dian minority living in South Viet-Nam, and against
the Buddhist community in South Viet-Nam,

175. For years Camhodia's frontiers have been sys-
tematically violafed, our peaceful inhabitants attacked
and murdered without provocation, our air space vio-
lated almost daily, No couniry in the world—and I am
sure that I can include Thailand inthis—could agree to
maintain normal relations with such an aggressive
neighbour,

176. The representative of Thailand deplores the dis-
unity and lack of stability in our region; but he cannot
lay the blame for that at Cambodia’s door; if he will
study the reasons whichimpelled ustc sever relations,
he will easily see that the fault can only be that of the
Gowgrnment of South Viet-Nam,

177. The second point on which I should like to reply
to the representative of Thailand is this. The Thai
Minister said that Thailand believed "inthe sanctity of
international treaties and agreements as well as the
obligations which might result therefrom. I Cambodia
could do likewise there would be no problem between
our two countriesg®,

178. We are happy to note these words, but do not
understand the doubt sxpressed by the Thai Minister

about Cambodia's attitude towards international trea~

ties and agreements concluded between our two coun-
tries.-1can solemnly affirm here, on behalf of the Royal
Government of Cambodia, that one of the constant eie-
ments of Camboedia's foreign policy has been strict and
absolute respect for international treaties and agree-
ments and for the obligations resulting therefrom.

179. Lastly, my delegation would wish to share with
the Thai delegation the opinion that if, in any future
negotiations in which we maybe called upon to partici-
pate, each party undertakes to respect the sanctity of
international treaties and agreements, the difficulties
between our two countries can be overcome.

The meeting rose at 1.15 p.m.






