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i5. Mr. PICCIONT (Italy):* At the stage we have
ched in the current debate, I believe we can already
w some positive conclusions. However, before setting
th the views of the delegation of Italy in this respect,
hould like to express our sincere satisfaction for the
that these discussions have taken place and that
survey connected with the recent crisis in the Near
t has been kept within the framework of the United
ions, as my Government has suggested and recom-
énded since the very beginning of the crisis. 1 wish
“specify that at no time has Italy favoured the choice
ne or the other body of the United Nations or raised
jjections against any one of them. I will not dwell
" the circumstances which have brought about the
ling of this special session of the General Assembly,
r they are indeed too well known. Here I merely wish
t0-emphasize that, if the ltalan delegation is taking
part in the current debate, we do so without pretence,
nvinced as we are that, owing to the geographical
position of our country as well as to the traditional
felations which we maintain with the Near East, we
re in a position to offer some suggestions which  may
jrove to be useful and constructive.

16, T have followed closely the statements made by
he speakers who have taken the rostrum before me.
il have noted with interest and satisfaction that the
Constructive and positive approach, which we consis-
sently held to be the only way to cope with the problem
.of the Near East, has here been supporied by many
[distinguished representatives, including in the Arst
‘place the President of the United States. _

17, Tt is quite clear that the reason for which we are
imeeting here is the situation in Lebanon and in Jordan,
I believe that on this point, as well as on the need to
‘undertake adeguate measures in respect of this situa-
tion, there is an apparently general agreement in this
fAssembly, We should not, however, stop at a super-
ficial diagnosis of the illness and merely iry to eliminate
its exterior symptoms and be satisfied with that. This
would mean to Jose sight of the real nature of the jllness
and to fail in our task. I feel, on the contrary, that this
Assembly should face the basic problems. These prob-
lems should at least be approached in 2 realistic way if
e are to meet the expectations of our respective nations
‘and of the world.

18, First of all, due consideration should be given
 fo the fact that a situation has arisen in the Near Fast
“which carries the risk of spreading over the whole region
-and of endangering the peace. It should be admitted, as
‘2 matter of fact, that the prompt response of the United
States and the United Kingdom to the appeals of Lebha-
hon and Jordan has had a timely stop-gag effect,

~ *Mr, Piccioni spoke in Italian, The English version of his
EStatement was supplied by the delegation.

119, 1n the second Place, it should be kept in mind
that, in the absence of an adequate international ma-
chirery which could be put into action speedily to cope
with situations of this nature, it would appear, to say
the least, unreasonable to chailenge the right of every
State to seek appropriate means of defence when its in.
tegrity and independence are imperilled. Failure to re-
cogrize such a right would he tantamount to denying
one of the essential attributes of sovereignty and thus
denying one of the fundamental principles of the Char-
ter of the United Nations, a principle upon which in-
ternational relations rest.

120.  Until the rules which govern international rela-
tions have provided otherwise, this right plainly entails
an 1ndependence of judgement on the part of each in-
dividual State, Although the merit of each case might
be subject to scrutiny on the basis of the practical forms
of implementation, this principle should nevertheless
be considered beyond challenge,

121, What is important for me s to keep close to the
real facts. In my opinion, these facts should be examined
in the light of the following circumstances: two coun-
tries, feeling their independence and imtegrity imper-
illed, made a formal appear for help to two friendly
Powers. But the United States and the United Kingdom
were certainly not frivolous in responding to such a
request. Suffice it tg recall, in this connexion, the state-
ment made by Mr. Lodge on 15 July 1958 in the Secy-
rity Council® in which he declared that this was not the
ideal method and that the United States hoped to see
the United Nations take over such responsibilities in
the near future. May I also recall the statements of the
representatives of the United States and of the United
Kingdom in which they have declared repeatedly and
specifically the intention of their respective Govern-
menis to withdraw their forces from Lebanon and
Jordan.

122, In other words, the cases of Lebanon and Jordan
should suggest the urgent necessity of defining, by
means of international instruments, the measures ap-
plicable to similar cases in the future, The Secretary-
General of the United Nations has already given some
attention to the possibility of establishing a permanent
specialized force and groups of observers that could
speedily be sent to the spot upon the request of any
legitimate Government. Italy feels that this idea shouid
be promptly and seriously taken into consideration and
is determined to offer its contribution if requested, in
the belief that the creation of such hodies would precisely
serve the purpose of eliminating the gap which we have
noted. Such means would enable every Member State
of the United Nations that might feel imperilled to have
recourse to them rather than to individual Powers, thus
discharging the latter from a serious responsibility.

123. Tt is our contention that the smaller States would
apply for assistance to these new bodies of the United
Nations all the more confidently, the more perfect the
balance of the intermational composition ef such units,
which would be formed by nationals of countries having
neither general political positions nor specific interests
in the area in which the units are to operate,

124, We also realize that when such bodies are operat-
ing they might possibly entail a temnptation for certain
régimes to utilize them for their own purposes. Ac-
cordingly, at the same time, adequate rules should be

5 Offictal Records of the Security Council, Thirteenth Year,
827th meeting.
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studied and devised-—laying down specific engagements
on the part of the States requesting the assistance—in
order to ensure the possibility of orderly and peaceful
evolution, which is indeed desirable.

125, The Ttalian delegation realizes that a problem of
such magnitude cannot be dealt with during this special
session of the General Assembly, but that it should
be broached in the course of the forthcoming regular
session. The Secretary-General, who has been so re-
sponsive in this respect, intends to submit a report on
the matter then. We feel, however, that the current
situation in the Near East should be considered in the
light of these general ideas. In the first place, taking
into account the gap in the present international order
which we have noted and the desirability of adopting
adequate measures to fill it, as well as the intention so
explicitly expressed by the United States and the United
Kingdom to proceed to the withdrawal of their forces,
we feel that the most urgent task before us is to examine
the procedure and means which would allow us fo
overcome the situation currently existing in Lebanon
and in Jordan,

126, The Secretary-General has already submitted,
at the opening meeting of this session [732nd meeting],
some ideas and proposals which, in our opinion, should
be considered and carried out in so far as they meet
the wishes and the regquests which will be set forth
respectively by the Governments of these two countries.
As Mr. Hammarskjold said, such measures are merely
measures of safeguard. The Italian delegation feels that
it is advisable to pursue, within the framework of the
United Nations, the search for permanent solutions
which would take into adequate account the spacial
characteristics of Lebanon and Jordan.

127.  Secondly, we should take up the over-all political
problem of this area. The Near Fast is today the scene
of historical movements, sprung irom the autonomous
force of an Arab nationalism in full development. The
attitude of Italy in respect of the changes which have
taken place in the area under the impulse of the Arab
national movement has been consistently inspired by an
objective evaluation of this historical reality and by a
full and impartial understanding of it. In this con-
nexion [ recall the prompt recognition by my Govern-
ment of the union between Egypt and Syria as well as
of the new Republic of Trag. Italy, having the utmost
interest in the events .occurring in an area whick is so
close geographically, has equally at heart that such
changes should take place in ways that will not affect
order and peace and that will be fully consistent with
the freely expressed will of the peoples cancerned.
Furthermore, we believe that this Assembly cannot but
share this concern. Allow me, therefore, to point out in
this regard that a settlement of the preceding specific
cases would be precarious in the event of further
disturbances occurring in the near future, and the
autonomous strengthening of the internal structure
of the Near East against new serious troubles would
not be promoted.

128. The Ttalian delegation realizes that whatever the
measures on which we may agree and whatever the
powers to be delegated to appropriate United Nations
bodies, these would be altogether ineffective should they
lack the broadest and most spontaneous co-operation.
I thus feel that the reference to prior resolutions ap-

- proved by the General Assembly, calling upon the coun-

tries of the region and outside it to refrain from actiens

cr interference m the internal affairs of each other, i€
most wise indeed. j
129. However, this is but one of the aspecis of g
basic problem. Aside {rom the political causes, there a7
others, just as important and real, which have to b7
eliminated in order to guarantee the orderly and peacefyji
evolution of this area. =
130. I am referring to the aspirations of the Aréﬁg
peoples to benefit from the material and moral a4
vantages that higher standards of life offer to (i
individual and to populations economically more afs
vanced. Ttaly has for a long time made clear its under?
standing of such legitimate aspirations, being convineeg
that the independence and freedom of the peoples arg
inseparable from certain standards of prosperity. Th
ideas that the Prime Minister of Ttaly, Mr. Fanfan'i';%
has offered on this subject on several occasions are welf
known. I therefore do not feel it necessary to repeat;
them. I wish merely te recall certain essential pointg
which may help to focus the problem,
131. The ancient social structure of the Near Easff—
appears more and more inadequate under the pressure!
of the new needs which, for their satisfaction, demand’é

bigger and bigger investments as well as a better us
and a more equitable distribution of the local resources;
Certain characteristics of the local production woulg:
also require the establishment of a special fund with the;
participation of the Near East countries themselves inf
order, first, to ensure stabilization of the economic life:
through periodic interventions in the purchasing and
marketing of the products; and, secondly, o promote;
the relief and the rehabilitation of refugees. @
132, My delegation wishes to confirm its opinion that;
the desired economic development of the Near East
is a necessary element for a real and lasting recovery of}
the internal situation of those countries. We alsg feel
that every initiative in this field belongs, in the ﬁrgg'
place, to the Arab countries themselves. .
133. In this connexion we also helieve that the prog
posals set forth by President Eisenhower [733rd 1neet{§
wng] deserve the most careful consideration, particularly
where they call upon the Arab countries of the Neat
East to set up a regional institution for the development;
of their water, agricultural, mining and industrial rey
sources, as well as to further progress in the fields of?
education and health, My delegation cannot but reject
the suggestion advanced by the Head of the Soviet
delegation [733rd mceting] that tl_us proposal was,
aimed at diverting the attention of this Assembly from:
the question of the withdrawal of the Anglo-Americar,
forces from Lebanon and Jordan. And the more so inas-,
much as my country had voiced this necessity a longé
time before the present emergency situation arose. %

£
134. No one will fail to see that such an institution, if
its establishment is decided upor by the countries con:
cerned, would create the strongest basis for a strich
and effective regional co-operation, the management and:
control of which would be in the hands of the Arabs
themselves. It would be up to them, besides uniting their;
efforts in a development plan for their territories, 0
decide which international agencies and friendly Gov-
ernments they should call upon for assistance in carry;
ing out the specific projects. :
135, As far as Italy is concerned, we would g.iV‘{;
favourable consideration to any request for co-operation:
whether for aid or for the sharing of experience gainet
from the economic development of our own territorys
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e solution of similar problems now existing in the
tsar East.
6. In short, the Italian delegation is of the opinion
at, firstly, the Secretary-General should be entrusted
ih the study of ways and means that would en-
le the United Nations to respond promptly to the plea
4ny State which felt that its security was endangered
i to determine at the same time the conditions to
= hich the granting of such assistance would be auto-
“Heally subject. This would avert the danger that
eguarding the independence of a country might be
fused with the maintenance of the protection of a
ren régime.
7 Secondly, we should take into account the rea-
205 which have prompted the United States and the
Thited Kingdom to take action in Lebanon and Jordan
By to take mote of their intention to withdraw their
Firces from these States.
&30 Thirdly, we should entrust the Secretary-General
#:4n the adoption of the measures which would be suit-
Ltle, taking into account the wishes expressed by Leba-
£5n and Jordan and the characteristics of those two
Shntries.
9. Fourthly, in conjunction with or in support of the
ove-mentioned measures or others that may seem
- reference should be made to existing gemeral provi-
toons calling on the countries of an area as well as out-
fe it to refrain from actions or initiatives which might
ment new disorders and thereby hinder the peacetul
velopment or evolution of this region.
Fifthly, immediate consultation between the
Secretary-General and all Arab Governments of the

j=

Near East should he recommended with a view to
estabiishing an Institution for regional economic de-
velopment. This institution, pooling the resources of
those States with contributions from other countries,
international agencies, and private enterprise, would
undertake the effective utilization of the resources of
the area and would implement specific projects in order
to raise the standards of living of the peoples
concerned.

141, As I have already said, my country feels the
deepest understanding for Arab aspirations. I was
pleased to note that the statements of the heads of delega-
tions who have gathered here show that these aspira-
tions are meeting with increasing understanding, A
chance has thus been given to the countries of the Near
East to pool their forces, with the assistance of the
friendly peoples, in order to raise their standards of
living, strengthen and develop their political institutions,
and promote a programme of economic development
in the area to which they helong. They will thus be able
to pursue peacefully and in full freedom of decision
the political and economic aims which they have set for
themselves.

142, If T may conclude by expressing a wish, this
would be that this appeal be heeded by the Arab peo-
ples of the Near Fast. It would be a great undertaking
which they would assume, and its success would yield
undeniable benefits for them and would also strengthen
peace and well-being in one of the most vital areas
of the world.

The meeting rose ot 5.35 p.m.



